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IQ SWITCHBACK 900 

Polaris Pulls the Trigger on 2005's First Limited Build 




IQa 



Ynu fan almost feel the tension in the air entering Roseau. There's si 
thing going on m America's most prolific powcrsports vehicle m 



Clearly, no one at Polaris was impressed with Ski-Don achieving number 
ne market share last season. There's a palpahle sense of anger, mixed with 



a dose of fierce Northern Minn 


■sora priile permeating the air at the Polaris 


factory. Losing number one sra 


rus after leading snowmubile sales tot over 


1 5 vcars has become more thai! 


» ohUJwip in the rnrpnrare offirrs pfjhe 



big "P"- We suspect the battle cry in high level management meetings the 
past few months has been this; Reclaim number one status . 

Up the Ante 

Polaris is putting a ton of stock in its new JQ platform. It uses a 

variable castor, A -frame setup in a new bulkhead featuring one of 
the sport's most significant innovations, a movable handlebai 
pole system coined "Rider Select"". la the Fusion version the sled 
jets a bodywork package we're told trail riders prefer, At this 
writing we haven't met any of those trail ridets. For deep snow 
use the same bulkhead is clothed in a sleek looking aero skin used 
only on RMK series IQs. 

So What Have We Got Here? 

Polaris is doing something we thought it might have forgotten: 
leading. It's been 1 while since Polaris broke a new segment and 
this is destined to be a mode! emulated by the competition. 

Right now the largest crossover models ire 800s. The new IQ 
Switchback, with its 149 horsepower fuel injected rwin, sets a 
new high water mark for the carcgory. 

The Switchback uses the fusion's wider 42.5 inch front sus- 
pension, not the narrowed RMK version. However, the SB does 
come standard with Polaris mountain skis. The width means the 
Switchback will handle mote like a trail sted - and we're here to 



like a Gillette. The variable 
castor design of its non-par- 
alleS wishbones creates a 
confident, progressive feel 
on turn-in when the throttle 
is closed and you're backing 
into a corner. The plush 
response to trail hits com- 
bines with an almost per- 
fectly linear response to han- 
dlebar inputs. This caused 
some of our resters to declare 
this rhe best A-frame sus- 
pension in the biz. Hmm? 

Out back, Polaris 
•i'i by \,V> snch lug track with a mildly bent rail. This 
set-up uses no mechanical coupling and t RydeFX compression adjustable 
reservoir damper on the rear arm. This skid's performance has been less than 
impressive on Edge based Switchbacks, however, the Mountain Lite skid - 
with some detail refinements in the new IQ - is much more supple in 
bumps. Admittedly we only sampled it on Polaris' wood chip test track but 
we found the sled was less likely to stand on end under hard acctktitibb 
slid delivered a nicely damped response to moguls, certainly better thin. any 
previous 144-inch Switchback. 

Trail Response 

The compound bend slide rails are intended to improve respoase to steering 



icorporated a 




♦ Story & Photos by Mark Lester 



